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is due to countless flexures. . . . Unquestionably there is
no top or bottom to the series in the southernmost of the
Scottish Silurians. I look, therefore, for the top and bottom
of my system as it is now expanded in an European sense
in the Highlands of Scotland; and so, after all my labours
and peregrinations, I think of returning to work at home,
and ending my days where I began them." . . .

The results of this rapid tour in the south of Scotland
were of considerable importance in relation to the history of
British palaeozoic geology. The chain of undulating uplands
which stretches from Port Patrick to St. Abb's Head had
formed the ground of some of the most interesting observa-
tions of Hutton, Playfair, and Hall regarding the former
revolutions of the earth. From the time of these observers
it had been known that the rocks of those tracts, called then
by them " primitive schistus," were crumpled and twisted by
some of the early movements of the earth's crust, which pre-
ceded the deposition of the flanking sheets of red sandstone.
Hall, in one of his rides, had found fossil shells in them, and
the rocks were afterwards classed in the vaguely-defined
" Transition series," In later years Sedgwick had compared
them with his Cumbrian and Cambrian masses, but from
mineral characters rather than from fossil contents. Mr.
J. Carrick Moore and Professor James Nicol had after-
wards obtained fossils, which placed the rocks definitely
in the Silurian system. Mr. Nicol had given much atten-
tion, especially to the eastern parts of the uplands, but
hitherto no clear views had been published as to the general
structure of the region, and still less as to any possible suc-
cession of the rocks determinable by fossils, though a singu-
larly able and suggestive sketch had "been given at the recentBrit.
